UDC 023:378(477):001.92:174.1

DEMUZ Inna,

Doctor of History, Professor, Chief Researcher of
the Sector of Scientific Bibliography and
Biography, National Scientific Agricultural
Library of the National Academy of Agrarian
Sciences of Ukraine (Kyiv, Ukraine)
demuz_inna@ukr.net
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5936-2386

Researcher ID:

https://publons.com/researcher/1780609/inna-id-
demuz/

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AS ONE OF THE FIELDS OF THE LIBRARY
ACTIVITIES OF AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION OF UKRAINE

Summary

The purpose of the research is to highlight the role of libraries of higher
education institutions in Ukraine in promoting the principles of academic integrity
and providing practical recommendations in this direction.

The purpose of the study was achieved through the use of such methods as
generalization, analysis, synthesis, comparison, survey (questionnaire).

The article considers the concept of «academic integrity» and the reasons for its
violation, identifies types of academic dishonesty. It is shown how the principles of
honest behavior, supported at the state and public levels in Ukraine, began to be
applied to the daily work of higher education institutions. In particular, attention was
paid to the implementation of the following projects: «Project to promote academic
integrity in Ukraine» (2016-2019), «Project for the formation of academic integrity
in schools» (2017-2019), Project «Initiative of academic integrity and quality of
educationy (2020-2022), «Culture of Academic Integrity: The Role of Libraries»
(2016-2019) (the latter was initiated by the Ukrainian Library Association).

The main information resources (for example, online courses, webinars,
educational publications, the bulletin «Academic Integrityy, the portal
«BiblioSynergy: supporting researchy, etc.), useful for use by both teachers and
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librarians for educational purposes principles of academic integrity, were
considered.

It is emphasized that today the libraries of the institutions of higher education
are the centers of formation of the culture of academic integrity and media literacy,
the centers of competence in academic writing and integrity. Its mission is also to
expand and strengthen the influence of academic integrity in the educational and
scientific environment through coordination, consultation, promotion, and
monitoring.

Our survey conducted in April 2022 among the libraries of agricultural colleges
of Ukraine made it possible to identify trends in the involvement of network
specialists in the implementation of the principles of academic integrity, the presence
of certain difficulties in this area. Among the difficulties which arise for librarians in
the process of promoting and implementing measures of academic integrity, the lack
of guidelines for holding mass events on this topic, lack of educational materials, as
well as lack of direct links with students — users of the library in distance learning, in
particular, during quarantine restrictions and due to the martial law in the country.
In addition, librarians feel a certain isolation and lack of quality information on the
implementation of the principles of academic integrity in general and their
involvement as professionals in teaching students in this area in particular.

Library institutions are offered a number of measures to promote academic
integrity: 1) conducting various seminars, trainings and webinars for users aimed at
improving the level of information literacy, 2) posting information on library sites
that will promote the formation of academic integrity, 3) involvement of library
specialists in teaching certain topics of training courses on the basics of academic
writing; 4) verification of scientific texts (including student qualification papers) for
the presence of plagiarism; 5) popularization of academic integrity among users by
distributing information materials (flyers, leaflets, booklets), creating and supporting
thematically related to academic integrity specialized Internet resources and profiles
on social networks (pages, groups, etc.), conducting special events and campaigns
(installations, exhibitions, flash mobs, quests, etc.); 6) conducting research on
academic integrity by organizing surveys, questionnaires, interviews with members of
the academic community, compiling analytical reports and certificates based on the
analysis of surveys and questionnaires, etc.
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