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FEATURES OF ACTIVITY OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION OF
THE KYIV LITERACY SOCIETY ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF
LITERATURE AMONG THE POPULATION OF RIGHT-BANK UKRAINE
(END OF XIX - BEGINNING OF THE XX CENTURY)

At the end of XIX century, progressive Ukrainian intelligentsia paid
considerable attention to the education of the population by spreading the printed
word. One of those methods was the establishment of public libraries. The Kyiv
Literacy Society was also diligently engaged in the opening of libraries.

Activity in the opening of the reading rooms and bookstores was primarily
related to the actions of the structural units of the Kyiv Literacy Society, the Library
commission in particular, which was created in 1897. But we can safely say that the
Library commission existed in previous periods of existence of the Society. However,
its activity was mostly sporadic and was not regulated by any approved instructions.

The establishment and operation of libraries of the Kyiv Literacy Society is the
most successful initiative of the organization. The first rural public libraries were
opened in the mid-80s of the XIX century. With the resumption of the organization, its
activists continued the work. Libraries were opened at the expense of funds that were
provided to the Society for this purpose by individuals, charitable societies and
trustees, local authorities, and others. In all time, the Society had formed about a
thousand different libraries. Apparently, there was no province on the Right-bank
Ukraine where there would not be a reading room opened at the Society’s expense.



The organization also paid considerable attention to the libraries in educational
institutions.

The Library commission undertook all the work on the acquisition of libraries
and the opening of bookstores. Furthermore, activists of the Library commission
prepared and published several collections with a review of literature that was
«suitable for peopley. Thanks to the commission there was a regular free distribution
of books to rural schools, libraries, and other educational institutions.

Keywords: Kyiv Literacy Society, Library commission, library, bookstore,
reading room.

OCOBJIMBOCTI JISUIBHOCTI BIBJIOTEYHOI KOMICIT
KHiBCbKOI'O TOBAPUCTBA TPAMOTHOCTI IO MOIIUPEHHIO
JITEPATYPH CEPEJ] HACEJIEHHSI IPABOBEPEJKHOI YKPATHU

(KIHEL[b XIX - TOYATOK XX CT.)

V kinyi XIX cm. npoepecugna ykpaincoka inmeiniceHyis 3Ha4Hy yeacy npuoiisna
0C8imi HACeNeHHs WLIAXOM HNOWUpPeHHs OpyKoanozo ciosa. OOHum i3 maxux
Memooie Oyn0 3anoyamkyeamHs nyoniunux oioniomek. Kuigcbke mosapucmeo
2PAMOMHOCIE MAKONC CYMIIIHHO 3AUMANOCS BIOKpUMmIM Oioiomex.

Axmuenicms Yy Giokpummi 0iOIiOMeK-YUMaieHb, KHUNCKOBUX CKIAdI8 ma
Maz2a3unie 0yna nos’sizama, nepui 3a 6ce, 3 OULILHICMIO CMPYKMYPHUX OOUHUYb
Kuiscokoco mosapucmea epamommnocmi, 30xkpema 0ibaiomeunHoi Komicii, cmeopeHoi
1897 p. Ane, moocna 3 enesmenicmio cmeepoxcysamu, wo OIOIIOMEUHA KOMICIA
icHygana i 6 nonepeoHi nepioou dianvnocmi Toeapucmea. Ilpome ii poboma mana
30e0i1b020  enizo0udHUll  xapakmep [ He peaiamenmysanacs 0yob-saKumu
3amMeepOHCeHUMU THCMPYKYIAMU.

Cmeopennss ma  @yukyionysauns  6ioniomex  Kuiscobkoco mosapucmea
2PAMOMHOCMI — HAUOLIbWL YCRiwHe noyuHanHs opearizayii. Ilepuii cinbcoki HapoOOHi
oibniomexku Oyau e6iokpumi we 6 cepeduni 80-x p. XIX cm. I3 e6ionosneHHAM
gioKpuganucs 3a kowmu, axi Haoasaau Tosapucmey 0ns yiei cnpau okpemi ocoou,
O1a2o0ilini mosapucmea ma RNIKIY8AIbHUKU, Micyesa 61ada ma iH. 3a eecb uac
Tosapucmeom cgpopmogano O1u3bK0 mucayi pisHomanimuux oioniomex. Mabymo, e
oyn0 nosimy na Ilpasobepesicuiti Ykpaini, Oe 6 He icHysana 4umanivHs, 8i0KpUmMa Ha
kowmu Toeapucmea. 3uauny yeacy opeawizayisi npudinsiia i Oibriomexam npu
HABYAIbHUX 3aK1A0AX.

bibniomeuna xomicia ¢paxmuuno 63a1a Ha cebe 6cio pobomy 3 KOMNIeKMayii
Oibniomek [ 8IOKpumms KHUdMCKosux mazasutie. Kpim moeo, Oisui Oibniomeunoi
KoMicii nioeomyeanu ma euoaiu pso 30ipHUKIB i3 0275100 M Jlimepamypu, «npuoamuoi
0151 HapoOy». 3aB0saKu KoMicii 8i00y8anacey pe2yiapHa Oe3KOumosHa PO3CUIKA KHUS
CLIbCOKUM WKOJIAM, OIOIIomeKam ma iHUUM YCmMaHo8am 0C8imu.

Knwuoei cnosa: Kuiscoke mosapucmeo epamomuocmi, 6ibaiomeuHa KOMIcCis,
Oi0I0meKa, KHUMCKOBULL CKIA0, OI0aI0meKa-4yumaibHs.



Formulation of the problem. The Kyiv Literacy Society — is a public cultural
and educational organization founded by the advanced intelligentsia of the city of
Kyiv with the aim of «spreading literacy and basic useful knowledge» among the
poorest sections of the population. V. Naumenko, T. Lubenets, O. Andriyashev,
M. Lysenko, M. Vasylenko, E. Chykalenko, P. Zhytetsky, and others took part in the
activity of the Society. The main activity of the organization was the distribution of
fiction and non-fiction among the population of the Right Bank of Ukraine. The
Library commission has been set up to improve the work in this direction.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Some aspects of the problem of
the activity of the Library commission of the Literacy Society were covered in the
article by N. and A. Kalenichenko. In particular, the authors paid attention to the
history of the foundation and functioning of the library of the Kyiv Literacy Society.
Highlighted some aspects of the commission in the development of methodological
issues [7].

Besides, in 1999 a monograph by L.D. Berezivska «Educational activity of Kyiv
educational societies (second half of XIX-beginning of XX century)» was published.
In the monograph, the author widely reveals the activity of the Library commission
and its opening of libraries on the Right-bank Ukraine [1].

The history of the founding of public libraries on Podillya was covered in the
study «Podillya libraries in the late XIX — early XX century» by O. Zavalnyuk and
O. Komarnitsky. In particular, the authors noted that on Podillya the Kyiv Literacy
Society opened libraries in the village of Velyki Mechety (April 21, 1906),
Tokarivka, Balta County, Oleksandrivka (August9, 1905), Kapustyany
(December 15, 1907), Bratslav County, Stepanovka (October 12, 1901), Vyschi
Kropyvny, Haisyn County [8].

Setting Objectives. The purpose of the study is to highlight the features of the
Library commission of the Kyiv Literacy Society in the field of literature distribution

among the population of the Right-bank Ukraine.



Presenting main material. The establishment and operation of libraries of the
Kyiv Literacy Society is the most successful initiative of the organization. The first
rural public libraries were opened in the mid-80s of the XIX century. With the
resumption of the organization, its activists continued the work. Libraries were
opened at the expense of funds that were provided to the Society for this purpose by
individuals, sobriety society and guardianship, local authorities, and others. The
Literacy Society, for its part, has undertaken to apply to the local authorities for
permission to open, select and complete libraries. In all time, the Society had formed
about a thousand different libraries. Apparently, there was no province on the Right-
bank Ukraine where there would not be a reading room opened at the Society’s
expense. The organization also paid considerable attention to the libraries in
educational institutions.

Activity in the opening of the reading rooms and bookstores was primarily
related to the actions of the structural units of the Kyiv Literacy Society, the Library
commission in particular, which was created in 1897. But we can safely say that the
Library commission existed in previous periods of existence of the Society. However,
its activity was mostly sporadic and was not regulated by any approved instructions.
Thus, on January 15, 1895, the Library commission reported to the Council of the
Literacy Society that 30 student libraries and 10 literacy schools had been created
from the book stock. Student libraries consisted of 1,810 books worth 263 krb.
15 kop. Thus, the cost of each library ranged from 6 krb. 60 kop. up to 12 krb.
17 kop. As for the 10 libraries for literacy schools, they were staffed in the amount of
111 krb. 40 kop. and the cost of one library was 11 krb. 4 kop. Student libraries were
distributed as follows: 3 libraries together with paintings were transferred to the day
shelters for workers children; 7 libraries were intended for sending to public schools
of the Ministry of Public Education of Podolsk province; 18 libraries were transferred
to similar educational institutions of Kyiv and Volyn provinces; 1 was transferred to
the church-parish school of Uman district in the village of Loschevy to the priest
V. Radzinovsky, 1 — to the Sunday school in Kyiv at the Tsarskokonstantinovsky

Church. As for libraries for literacy schools, 2 were transferred to Mariinsky and



Podilsky orphanages in Kyiv, 2 —to literacy schools of Radomyshl district, and 1 —to
literacy school of Kyiv district of Gleva volost in the village of Yurivtsi. The rest of
the libraries were intended for schools of literacy of Uman district [6, p. 56].

In 1897, the permanent Library commission was established. To this end, the
«Program of the Library Commission of the Kyiv Literacy Society» was developed
and approved, which regulated the basic principles of activity and functioning of the
Library commission. The main tasks of the commission according to the
«Program ...», approved by the Council of the Society on January 29, 1897, were:

- compilation of a systematic catalog of books suitable for public reading;

- formation and mastering of public reading rooms;

- free distribution of books to rural schools, libraries, and other educational
institutions [15, p. 15].

The Library commission consisted of: the chairman, his deputy, and one
member of the commission appointed by the Council, as well as an unlimited number
of other members of the society. A special condition was that the commission must
have included representatives of the Council. However, not only members of the
society could take part in the activities of the commission. The commission met at
least once a month, except for the summer months. All cases were approved by
voting, and in order to control the activities of the commission, the Council obliged it
to submit for consideration and discussion the summary records of the meetings of
the Library commission. However, the constant problem of the commission, as well
as the whole Society, was the search for funds. According to the program of
activities, the commission existed due to donations, funds allocated by the Council of
the Society for the development of librarianship, as well as due to the concerts,
lectures, performances, and other events held with the knowledge of the Council of
the Society [15, p. 17].

The commission included three representatives of the Society's Council:
V. Alexandrovsky, F. Yeremeev, and J. Mishin. In total, by the end of the year, the
total number of commission members had reached 60 persons. J. Mishin was elected

as a chairman. The most important issue of the commission's first year was the search



for funds to establish libraries. Therefore, they decided to hold a theatrical evening,
with which they managed to collect 410 krb. 25 kop. In total, the Library commission
had 800 krb. at its disposal. (200 of which are donations). Another important issue of
the commission's activity was the formation of a list of books most suitable for use in
public libraries. Therefore, almost the entire first year of the commission's existence
was spent in developing of a catalog of books most suitable for use in public libraries.
When discussing the question of how best to solve the problem of compiling a
catalog, the members of the commission concluded that it should be divided into
separate sections. The following sections were created: 1) fiction; 2) historical;
3) natural history; 4) agricultural; 5) social and legal; 6) geographical; 7) technical;
8) religious and moral [9, p. 24].

Each section selected the necessary books and compiled a review of them
according to a standard plan. Thus, it had to contain the format of the book, the
number of pages, the price of the publication, the quality of the paper and printing, as
well as the motives that guided the section in selecting books. In particular, in 1898,
314 books were reviewed by all sections, of which 142 were on fiction, 96 on natural
history, 47 on medicine, 17 on history, and 12 on religious and moral. And not only
new books were reviewed, but also editions of previous years. However, due to a large
number of new publications, this practice had to be abandoned. As for the books
published in previous years, only a short bibliographic index was compiled for them.

The practice of forming libraries to order of various institutions and organizations,
as well as individuals, has become positive activities of the Library commission. In
particular, in 1898 a request was made from the peace mediator of Ostroh County to
form a library for 50 krb., from the Pyriatyn Zemstvo — a request to help buy books for
libraries and bookstores for 1450 krb., from the peace mediator of Kaniv County — for
450 krb. for local libraries for the Budaevsky trusteeship of public sobriety [10, p. 33].

However, the formation of libraries and free distribution of books was not done
by the whole commission, but only by a specially formed subcommittee, which
developed a program of activities of each library following the approval by the Society

Council a certain model of the library project. As an example of the activity of the



Library commission, it is possible to give the report on its work for 1903. So, that year
8 libraries named after F. Pavlenkov were opened in Volyn, Podolsk, and Kyiv
provinces, in Tripoli library was opened at the expense of Professor S. Ivanov, as well
as a library in Kovel with the help of a charitable society. At the same time, eleven
libraries previously established by the Kyiv Literacy Society were replenished with
new receipts, and books were sent to six cities in the South-Western krai for a total of
54 krb. 78 kop. In total, on January 1, 1907, the Kyiv Literacy Society opened
167 libraries named after F. Pavlenkova, 51 of them in Kyiv province, 80 in Volyn
province, 36 in Podil province [3, p. 18].

The library commission also paid great attention to the publication of the
collection of reviews «Folk Literaturex. Its publication took place during 1903-1904,
only three issues were published. Despite the lack of publication, this collection
became an important manual for library managers and ordinary readers. In 1903, the
library commission published 1,000 copies of a collection of reviews of sections of
fiction, history, geography, natural history, and medicine under the title «Folk
Literature. Collection of reviews of the Library commission K. O. Gr. about books for
public reading. Issue. 1». The collection was popular among those who were not
indifferent to the spread of the printed word of the population. After all, on January 1,
1904, only 305 copies remained in the warehouse. There was also a small brochure
“The List of books” published for free reading-rooms and school libraries costs from
5 krb. In the summer of 1904, due to the huge popularity of the manual, the second
edition was published with a total of 1,000 copies [12, c. 77].

In addition to a review of Russian-language literature, huge attention was also
paid to the books in Ukrainian. However, this initiative immediately received a
response from the government. Thus, by order of the Department of General Affairs
of the Ministry of Education of January 10, 1904, «a collection of reviews of the
library commission of the Kyiv Literacy Society on books for public reading, due to
the placement of the department with a recommendation of works in the Lesser

Russian dialect, is not allowed by the Minister for use in libraries» [2, p. 56].



These were not the last attacks by the government on the Library commission. In
August 1907, the chairman of the Literacy Society V. Naumenko was fined 100 krb.
for refusing to inform the governor of Kyiv who was the editor of the brochure
«Review of current popular literature», which contained on pages 5 and 9 reviews of
two brochures of Shvedov-Marusin's «In anticipation of the execution» and Lazarev's
«How the peasants were given freedomy, which were banned for use by the court [5,
p. 7].

And still, the Library commission admitted that book reviews are no less
Important task of the commission than libraries opening: with a huge amount of
books it is getting harder to orient between them for those who form libraries and
books should be treated with caution due to the large percentage of books without
positive characteristics [13, p. 34].

The opening of Sunday schools of the Kyiv Literacy Society raised the necessity
of opening new libraries at them. So in 1896 library was formed at the First Sunday
school. There were 330 copies in its funds. In 1897-1898 the library was replenished
with new items in the amount of 109 copies. The books were selected after a detailed
acquaintance with them by teachers and therefore sold out quite slowly. The library
was managed by a person specially appointed by the Library commission. After
receiving a book from the librarian, each teacher distributed it to her group.
112 students took books from the school library. 880 copies of books were taken in
26 weeks. Accordingly, an average of 1.9 books per student per year. All books were
distributed by certain genres: 1) religious and moral — 2%; 2) historical and
biographical — 22%; 3) geography and ethnography — 13%; 4) fiction — 62%. After
the audit of the library, it turned out that there was a lack of 36 books — 20 on fiction
and 16 others [14, p. 22].

The new library was also opened at Sunday school which was located in Kyiv
prison. It was formed together with the school in 1899. A year later, the school was
closed, and the library, despite the specific living conditions and insufficient staff

(3 people), continued its existence [11, p. 10].



Due attention was also paid to the opening of libraries at public schools in the
South-Western krai of the Russian Empire. In particular, the trustee of the Kyiv
educational district on January 28, 1904, informed the chairman of the Literacy
Society that he had received permission from the Minister of Internal Affairs to open
public libraries at Trypillsky, Shpolyansky, Brusylovsky, Kyiv provinces, and
Andrushevsky, Volyn province rural two-grade schools [2, p. 18].

As of January 1, 1905, there were 41 school libraries: 26 — at ministerial single-
grade schools, 7 — at two-grades schools, 3 — at literacy schools, 4 — at church-parish
schools, and 1 — at a private Jewish school [7, p. 72].

In 1906, the Library commissions for the first time staffed libraries for two-
grade schools of the Ministry of Education: in Korostyshiv, Kyiv province, for
10 krb. 87 kop., as well as in the city of Krasnopil, Volyn province for 11 krb.
04 kop. Besides, they assisted in a two-class parish school in Vyshhorod (Kyiv
province), staffed ten libraries for single-class schools of the Ministry of Education of
Kyiv, Podil, and Volyn provinces, as well as three libraries for church-parish
schools [3, p. 19].

All in all, for the whole time of its existence for the Society’s funds and support
were formed about one thousand libraries. Moreover, approximately 700 libraries
were opened directly by the members of the Society on behalf of the Kyiv Governor
F. Trepov, a significant part of the libraries was put into operation at the request of
zemstvos and sobriety committees [4, p. 10].

Conclusions. Thus, over the years of its existence, the Library commission has
achieved significant success. In particular, under her leadership, members of the
organization opened libraries, bookstores, and shops. Besides, collections were
prepared, which consisted of reviews of the fiction and scientific literature of the time

were prepared for publication and published.
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