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FEATURES OF MONUMENT PROTECTION LEGISLATION OF THE
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Summary

Cultural heritage is the history, culture, art and traditions of mankind. We do
not own cultural heritage monuments. The task of our generation: to pass on the
preserved cultural heritage from the hands of the past generation to the hands of the
future generation.

In our opinion, it is very important to study and research the cultural heritage
of mankind without losing the national features of each country, because the latter
have their own personal vision for the discovery, study, research, accounting,
protection, preservation and use of monuments. In this context, the experience of the
monument protection legislation of the Republic of Estonia is interesting.

The Law of the Republic of Estonia «On the Protection of Antiquities» dated
27 February 2002 (as amended on 20 December 2007), declared by the Decree of the
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President of the Republic of Estonia dated 12 March 2002 No. 120, regulates the
rights and obligations of state and local self-government bodies, as well as owners of
monuments at regulation of protection of cultural heritage monuments and territories
of protection of monuments and at maintenance of preservation of cultural heritage
monuments and territories of monuments protection.

The protection of cultural heritage monuments is regulated by the Ministry of
Culture of the Republic of Estonia, the Department for the Protection of Antiquities,
as well as town and city councils. The main task of the Department for the Protection
of Antiquities is to organize work on the monuments protection, state supervision of
cultural heritage monuments and protected areas, as well as maintaining the State
Register of Cultural Monuments.

A special proper place in the field of the cultural heritage protection of the
Republic of Estonia belongs to the Council for the Protection of Antiquities, which
makes proposals and presents its opinion on all issues arising from the above law.
The opinion of this council is a recommendation basis for the Department for the
Protection of Antiquities and local self-government bodies in planning the work on
the protection of cultural heritage monuments and the development of principles for
the monuments protection.

Regarding the registration of cultural heritage monuments, it should be noted
that the data on the monument are entered in the State Register of Cultural
Monuments, which is established and approved by the Government of the Republic
of Estonia in accordance with the Law of the Republic of Estonia «On Public
Information». The location and protection zone of cultural heritage monuments are
entered in the State Land Cadastre.

From the above it can be concluded that in the Republic of Estonia the
monument protection legislation is quite effective. The mechanism of the state
supervision over execution of the Law and the requirements established on its basis
carried out by Department for the Protection of Antiquities is especially

harmoniously worked out.



In our opinion, Ukraine could also borrow Estonian experience in the field of
cultural heritage protection in this area. After all, as the Ukrainian monument
protection experience shows, having a good legal framework in this area, the process
of protection and preservation of monuments slows down the implementation of legal
norms. That is, the legislation in the field of cultural heritage protection of Ukraine,
although prescribed at a high enough level, but its effective implementation still
needs a lot of work.
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