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SCIENTIFIC-ORGANIZATIONAL AND REPRESENTATIVE
ACTIVITIES OF THE POLTAVA OFFICE OF THE AGRICULTURAL
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE OF UKRAINE IN 1922-1924

The historical exploration is a continuation of the author's research on the
history of formation and activity of the leading coordination and methodological
center of agrarian science and research — Agricultural Scientific Committee of
Ukraine (1918-1927). This time, the focus is on highlighting the activities of its
Poltava Regional Office, established on May 30, 1922. It became the successor of
the Poltava Society of Agriculture and Agricultural Industry, known in the 19th
century. The researcher reveals the prerequisites for creating a Poltava branch.
She also identified a range of core activities and research achievements. The
author carried out the historical exploration using general scientific methods:
analysis, synthesis, classification and historical methods: historical research,
problem-chronological, comparative-historical, periodization and retrospective, as
well as historiographic, source, archival analysis.

Keywords: Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine, Poltava Office,
regional offices, Poltava Society of Agriculture and Agricultural Industry,
K. Dybnyak, agricultural science, research case.

HAYKOBO-OPI'AHIBAIIIMHA TA PENPE3EHTALIMHA JIAJIBHICTD
MNOJTABCBHKOI ®LIi CUIbChKOI'OCHOJAPCBKOI'O HAYKOBOI'O
KOMITETY YKPAIHU Y 1922-1924 PP.

Icmopuuna po3eioka € npoooBHCEHHAM ABMOPCLKUX OOCHIONCEHb 3 ICMOopii
CMAHOBIEHHS U OISIbHOCMI NPOBIOH020 KOOPOUHAYIUHO20 | MEMOOUUHO20 YEeHMPY
azpapuoi Hayku ma 0ocnionoi cnpasu — CilbCbKO20CN00APCbKO20 HAYKOBO2O
komimemy Yrkpainu (1918-1927). L{voco pasy yeaea 30cepedicena na eucsimieHmi
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pobomu tioco Ilonmagcvokoco pecioHaANbHO20 NPEeOCMASHUYMBA, 3ACHOBAHO20
30 mpasnsa 1922 p. Bin cmas npagonacmynHuxom 3Hano2o 6 XIX cmonimmi
llonmascbko2o0 mosapucmea CilbCbKo20 20CN00ApCmea i CilbCbKO20CHO0APCHKOIL
npomucnosocmi. Posxkpusaromuvcs nepedymoeu cmeopenus Ilonmaecvkoi ¢hinii.
Busznaueno kono ocumosnux muanpamie OisibHOCMI MA HAYKO8I 3000YMKU.
Locnioocennss  8UKOHY8anNOCcsA i3 3ACMOCY8AHHAM 3A2ATIbHOHAYKOBUX: AHAII3,
cunmes,  Kiacugikayia ~ma  ICMOPUYHUX ~ MemoOdi8:  ICMOPUKO-HAYKOBUIL,
npoOIeMHO-XPOHONO2TUHULL, — NOPIGHANbHO-ICMOPUYHUL, PempPOCNeKMUSHUL  ma
nepioousayii, a maxkodc icmopiocpa)iuHoco, 0xHcepelo3HA8Y020, aAPXiBO3HABUO20
aHanisy.

Knrwuoei cnosa: Cinvcobkoeocnooapcokuii Haykosuil komimem Ykpainu,
Ilonmascwvka ¢hinisa, pecionanvhi npeocmaenuymea, Ilonmaecvke mosapucmeo
CIILCLKO20 20CN00apcmea i CilbCbk020cnodapcvkoi npomucirogocmi, K. /[yowusx,
azpapua Hayka, 00CliOHa cnpasa.

HAYYHO-OPTAHU3AIINOHHASA U PEINIPESEHTAIIMOHHAS
AEATEJIBHOCTD ITOJTABCKOI'O PUJIMAJIA
CEJIbCKOXO3SIMCTBEHHOT'O HAYYHOI'O KOMUTETA YKPAWHBI
B 1922-1924 1T.

Jlannoe ucmopuueckoe ucciedoganue AIAemMcs NPOOOJIHCEHUEM ABMOPCKUX
UCCe008aHUull. N0  UCMOPUU  CMAHOGIEHUS. U  O0esAMeNbHOCMU — 8edyuleco
KOOPOUHAYUOHHO20 U MEMOOULECKO20 YEeHMPA AePapHOll HAYKU U ONbIMHO20 Oeld
— Cenbcroxosaticmeenno2o Hayuno2o komumema Yxpaunwol (1918-1927). B smom
pas 6HUMAHUe COCpedOmoyeHo Ha oceeweruu pabomol e2o Illonmaeckoco
PpecuoHanbHo2o0 npedcmasumenscmed, ocnosannozo 30 masa 1922 2. Ono cmano
npasonpeemHukom uzgecmuozo 6 XIX cm. Ilonmasckozo obwecmea cenbcko2o
Xo3q1cmea U CeNbCKOXO3AUCMBEHHOU  npomviuiieHHocmuy.  Packpuleaiomces
npeonocwvlaku co3oanus Ilonmaesckoeo @uauana. Onpedenen Kpye OCHOBHbBIX
HanpaeieHutl — 0esimelbHOCmU U HayyHvle  docmudiceHus.  HMccnedosanue
8bINOJIHANOCH C NPUMEHEHUEeM OOWEeHAYYHbIX. AHAIU3, CUHme3, Klaccugurayus u
UCTMOPUYECKUX MemO008. UCMOPUKO-HAYYHBIL, NPOOIEMHO-XPOHOLOSUYECKU,
CPABHUMENbHO-UCMOPUYECKUL, DPEeMPOCNEeKMUBHbIN U NepUooU3aAyUU, d Mmarice
ucmopuozpaguuecko2o, UCMOYHUKO8e0UeCKO20, apXUuB0B8edUecKo20 aHaIU3d.

Knrwouesvie cnosa: CenbcKoXo3sUCMBEHHbII HAYYUHbIL KoMumem YKpaumsl,
Ilonmasckuu  guauan, pecuonanvmuvie npedcmasumenvcmea, Ilonmasckoe
00Wecmso cenbCKo20 XO03AUCMBA U CeNbCKOXO3AUCMBEHHOU NPOMbIULIEHHOCMU,
K. Jlybusax, aecpapuas nayka, onvimuoe oeio.

The conducted historical exploration is a continuation of a series of authorial
explorations on the functioning of the regional offices of a powerful coordination

and scientific-methodical center of agrarian science and research case — the



Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine in 1918-1927 [1-5]. This time the
focus is on the Poltava branch. Previously, the author covered its activities in the
context of the prerequisites of foundation [6].

The purpose of this paper is a comprehensive study of the constitutive
experience of the Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine in the organization
coordinating activities on the periphery of the example of scientific study of
organizational issues of the regional office in Poltava. | have done this exploration
using general scientific methods: analysis, synthesis, classification and historical
methods: historical research, problem-chronological, comparative-historical,
periodization and retrospective, as well as historiographic, source, archival
analysis.

For the first time local branches officially defined in the «Statute of the
Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine» in Section IV «Organizing
Committee». Initially, its Plenum approved this document on June 6, 1920, and
then the Board of the People’s Commissariat of Land Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR
on November 25, 1920. In § 15 states that the Committee divided according to the
objects of his scientific work, the Section Subsection Bureau and special research
institutions (institutes, stations, laboratories, museums, etc.) and their local
branches [7]. In particular, the Statute emphasized that the Committee could
opened some scientific institutions on its regulations. Shortly thereafter, the
Plenum of the Committee approved a special «Temporary Instruction of
Organization of Local Branches of the Agricultural Scientific Committee of
Ukraine» at its meeting on July 13, 1920 [8]. The document stated that any
representative offices could established in different cities of Ukraine within the
territory they serve, and they should perform tasks and functions similar to those of
the Committee. The organizational building of the branches carried out on the
model of the Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine and consisted of
relevant problem sections, bureaus, etc. with the consent of the structural units of

the main coordinating institution.



During 1920-1921, the Committee’s regional offices covered almost all of
the Right Bank of Ukraine — Volyn, Kyiv, Podil and Uman [9, c. 8]. The first
branch in Vinnytsia (Podilsk), established in June 1920. All scientific agricultural
institutions of Podillya passed to Vinnitsia branch with the consent of the Podilsk
Provincial Land Department. The Committee’s first successful experience in
organizing peripheral coordination activities has led to the emergence of new
branches. On January 1, 1923, they were already operational in six cities of
Ukraine: Vinnitsa, Kamianets-Podilskyi, Odessa, Uman, Zhytomyr and
Poltava [10, c. 79].

In the early 20’s of the last century agrarian figures of Poltava region rallied
around Poltava Agricultural Scientific Society, founded on December 19, 1920 —
the successor of Poltava Society of Agriculture and Agricultural Industry.
According to the Charter of the Society, its purpose was to unite all scientific and
technical forces of Poltava region for the further development of economic and
agricultural sciences and related branches of knowledge, as well as to help its
members to use their scientific potential in the most productive and rational
way [11]. The creative association united more than 130 members. On December 5,
1921, the Poltava Provincial Land Department handed over to it the premises,
scientific supplies, property and bookshelf of its predecessor with a fund of more
than 14,000 volumes of agricultural books and periodicals. In December 1921, the
association entered into a federal association with the All-Ukrainian Agronomic
Society, established cooperation with the Moscow Society of Agriculture and the
Seminar of Agricultural Economics and Policy at the Petrovo-Rozumov
Agricultural Academy.

The Resolution of the Board on May 30, 1922 determined that Poltava
Agricultural Scientific Society, while remaining separate legal institution that
exists under its Charter, took over the functions of the Poltava branch of the
Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine. It pledged to run errands last
accordance with the Committee’s provisions and general instructions about the

organization and activities including its branches. As this instruction was not



adapted to the charter of the company as a regional representation of the
Committee, it drafted amendments to paragraphs 68 and submitted for approval to
the Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine.

The scientific and social activities of the society consisted mainly in reading
and discussing at the general meeting of scientific reports. Among them are:

¢ S. Sakharov «Regionalization of Poltava region by natural features»;
«Sketch of trade and industrial districts of Poltava
regiony;
¢ G. Ogolovets «The situation of the field of medicinal herbs in
Lubensk regiony;
¢ M. Sambikin «On the issue of climate changey;
¢ V. Sazanov «Choice of crops and fruitingy;
% E. Tokarsky «The current situation of tobacco in Poltava region and
its prospects» etc. [11].

Poltava Office was actively engaged in publishing. It organized its own
well-appointed library and widely disseminated agricultural research case.
Particular attention was paid to the study of weed fields, the survey of sowing and
yielding grain of the main grain crops in Poltava region, the development of
intensive crops, in particular tobacco, the development of agricultural cooperatives,
etc. The Poltava local office had a terminological and bibliographic commission,
which worked closely with the Terminological Bureau of the Agricultural
Scientific Committee of Ukraine and expanded its activities mainly in the widest
organization of collecting folk terminological material.

In the second half of 1922, the activity of the Poltava branch was marked by
some decline of its activity [12, c. 60]. It has lost several active members and
funding has deteriorated. Even scientific and organizational work was declining,
which still had excellent results six months ago. The best things were collecting
and processing materials. Unfortunately, there was not systematic exchange of the

scientific opinion, meetings or scientific reports.



However, the Poltava branch participated in interesting professional
meetings from time to time. Among them are the Poltava Provincial Agronomic
Meeting on October 13-14, 1922. The initiators of its holding were Poltava
Scientific Society of Agriculture and Agronomic Bureau of the Provincial Land
Department. The event was held on the eve of the Second All-Ukrainian
Agronomy Congress, so delegates who were going to a meeting in Kharkiv via
Poltava and Poltava agronomists attended the meeting. The members of the Poltava
branch presented seven scientific reports:

1) V. Voloshin «Agronomic bases, agro points, sample fields, farms,
parishes, their organization, interconnection and local agronomic work on
agricultural restorationy;

2) O. Cherednik «Seed funds, parish’s barns, seed wedges, their role and
significance in the work of land bodies of Poltava regiony;

3) V. Sazanov «The place of the experimental field in the general system of
agronomic work (departments of application, their modern tasks and
organization)y;

4) B. Anastesevich «Measures for mass dissemination of agricultural
knowledge»;

5) N. Isaev «The place of agricultural school in the system of agronomic
work and desirable types of agricultural damage in modern conditionsy;

6) P. Pluyko «The importance of different forms of land use and the choice
of appropriate to modern conditionsy;

7) M. Sambikin «On agricultural credity.

All of these topics corresponded to the program of the Il All-Ukrainian
Agronomy Congress. They were developed by local forces in order, first, to
organize delegate opinion in matters that directly related to Poltava as future
participants of the large-scale assembly. The main goal of the Poltava society was
achieved, because the delegates were going to the congress, already having an
opinion that agrees with the views of the agronomic Poltava community, their

views on the issues raised [12].



Unfortunately, Poltava Provincial Land Department reluctantly cooperated
with the regional office of the Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine. This
was reflected in the department’s poor publishing practices that was not long due
to the difficult financial situation and lack of qualified specialists. An eloquent
example is the «Revival of Agriculture in Poltava Region». The magazine was
forced to cease its activities in the first issue. The leading scientist-bibliographer
K. Dubniak thought, that this happened because it was published only by the
Provincial Land Department and the Agricultural Commission at the Provincial
Economic Meeting without the participation of the Poltava Scientific Agricultural
Society that is a branch of the Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine.
Certainly, the Committee’s Poltava Office would find among its members the
necessary editorial forces that could give the magazine some form, scientific
content, at least from the series of interesting reports that are in the its portfolio. In
addition, the scientist emphasized that the participation of the Poltava branch of the
Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine in the publication of the periodical
would guarantee the latter literacy, correct scientific terminology [13].

In 1924, Poltava Office of the Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine
has initiated the creation of Scientific Committee at the Poltava Agronomic-
Cooperative Technical College. Its tasks included:

1) to study and assist the development of economic agricultural sciences and

cooperatives and related branches of knowledge;

2) theoretical development of various measures to assist the comprehensive
development of the cooperative and agricultural industry;

3) studying the issues of rationalization of work and rational construction of
administrative and technical apparatus of various economic and
cooperative organizations;

4) assistance to young active forces (students) at a specific practical work to
become acquainted with scientific methods of work.

This committee consisted of five sections: economic, agricultural, labor

rationalization, cooperative, statistical and bibliographic. It conducted a planned



study of the Poltava region and the whole of Ukraine in natural, economic,
agricultural terms, and worked on the development of questions on the use of
natural resources of the Poltava region. It worked closely with the Agricultural
Scientific Committee of Ukraine, General Directorate of Vocational Education,
All-Ukrainian Economic Council etc. [14].

The results of the study proved, there are reasons to say that the Poltava
branch has made a significant contribution to the development of the region in the
natural history direction. This was achieved through the wide involvement of
prominent agrarian figures and indifferent personalities. Their achievements have
been repeatedly presented at the regional and national levels. The Branch's
scientific and organizational activities testified to a high level of professionalism in
conducting fundamental explorations and establishing cooperation with national
central scientific units under the coordination and methodological start of the

Agricultural Scientific Committee of Ukraine.
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